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Brothers:

I would like to start off by thanking the membership for your support of 
the new clubhouse.  Also I would like to offer a special thanks to Past President
John Carr, who has been spearheading the efforts to move this project forward.
We are hoping for the ground breaking to take place sometime in the middle of
August.  

Easter will soon be upon us and with that we will be having our annual
Easter Egg Hunt, on April 12th.  I would like to thank Peter Mitchell for taking
over the reins as the coordinator for this great family event.  As always along
with the Easter Egg Hunt, we will have a petting zoo, food and a lot of fun for
the kids and parents alike.

With the warm weather now upon us, the club will be sponsoring, and
members participating in golf outings, fishing tournaments and many other
activities.  I encourage everyone to participate in as many activities as possible;
we always have a great time.  

We also have our annual Dinner Dance coming up on May 3rd at Dolan’s.
We will be honoring Bill and Joe Connor as our Irishmen of the Year, as well as
the members of our Foundation, see our Co-Chairmen Mark Quirk or Billy
Clohosey for tickets and seating.   

Fraternally, 

Matt Sharin
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Shillelagh Brothers, 

Hopefully, everyone enjoyed their Labor Day weekend—local summer is finally here, 
hallelujah! 

Cigar Night – Bourbon Twist 
September kicked off with Cigar Night: Old Fashioned Style, a great success thanks to 
Chris Celiberti, Mike Kahrer, Mike Miles, and mixologist Jeff Wells. Proceeds benefited 
Tunnels to Towers—thank you to everyone who attended and supported this cause. 

9/11 Run, Walk, Bike, Remember – After Event 
Though not an official Shillelagh event, we were proud to host the after-gathering for 
the annual memorial. 

½ Way to St. Patrick’s Day Party – Saturday, 9/13 
The weather was perfect for our ½ Way to St. Patrick’s Day celebration, featuring 
The Snakes and, of course, the “Best Band in the Land.” Food from Berg’s and Matteo 
Sabrett’s hot dog cart was outstanding. Huge thanks to our Kitchen Staff, Security 
Team, Bartenders, and especially all members and guests who helped with setup and 
cleanup. 

Fall Activities Are Back 

Dart League and Trivia Night have started their post-summer seasons with strong 
turnouts—keep that energy going! 

This Saturday: Live entertainment featuring Eammon Ryan. 

Upcoming Events – Mark Your Calendars 

	 •	 Saturday, 10/4 – Annual Pat McGovern 5K Run 

	 •	 Sunday, 10/19 – Pint for a Pint Blood Drive 

	 •	 Saturday, 10/25 – Scaryoke Night 

Next Meeting Night 
	 • 	 Wednesday, October 1st 

Salantie’, 

Matt Doherty 

President, FSOS Jersey Shore 
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Saturday, September 27th • Eammon Ryan Band

Wednesday October 1st • FSOS Meeting Night

 Saturday October 4th • Annual Pat Magovern 5K Run

Friday October 17th • Trivia Night

Sunday October 19th • Greg Higgins Memorial Blood Drive

Saturday October 25th • Scaryoke with DJ Don

Patrick “POD” O’Donnell
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62 W. Sylvania Ave, Neptune City, NJ 07753 • (732) 774-5040
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The Order of the Friendly Sons of the ShillelaghThe Order of the Friendly Sons of the Shillelagh

ABOUT US

We invite you to show your support, honor friends and family, to remember loved 
ones, or commemorate special occasions by purchasing tribute bricks to be placed in 
the walkway and landscaped area in front of The New Friendly Sons of the 
Shillelagh Clubhouse in Belmar. Best of all, your brick purchase will help the new 
FSOS clubhouse, which in turn helps the FSOS continue its mission of  celebrating 
Irish- American culture and helping countless members of our community who are 
less fortunate or in need.

The laser engraved bricks are guaranteed for life, with permanent paint that never 
wears away. 

There are several brick sizes and price options to choose from.

Thank You

Page 1 of 4Welcome to The Order of the Friendly Sons of the Shillelagh Website

10/5/2016https://polarengraving.com/TheOrderoftheFriendlySonsoftheShillelagh?utm_source=Copy...

ABOUT US:

The Order  
of The  

Friendly  
Sons 
of the  

Shillelagh
of the  

Jersey Shore

Terry Higgins
Sales Associate

1001 Asbury Avenue
Asbury Park, NJ 07712

(732) 807-7342 ext. 101

terry@ablsales.com
www.ablsales.com

Appliance Brokers of Asbury Park
Appliance Brokers Ltd.

Terry Higgins
Sales Associate

1001 Asbury Avenue
Asbury Park, NJ 07712

(732) 807-7342 ext. 101

terry@ablsales.com
www.ablsales.com

Appliance Brokers of Asbury Park
Appliance Brokers Ltd.

P: (732) 807-7342 ext. 101
C: (908) 578-9900
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Irish History #128Irish History #128
The British and Irish Lions: the stuff that dreams are made of.The British and Irish Lions: the stuff that dreams are made of.

The club’s dedicated movie-man bartender will 
probably recall this scene better than me, but my 
memory of the climax in the famous film-noir Maltese 
Falcon goes like this: 4 people are carted off to jail 
by police for 3 murders motivated by their desire to 
acquire a black, bejeweled falcon statuette.  They 
believed there was gold under the black paint.  Holding 
the falcon, Ward Bond (Detective Tom Polhaus) asks 
Humphrey Bogart (private eye Sam Spade) what is this 
figurine? Bogart responds, it’s “the stuff that dreams 
are made of.”  

For rugby players on the English, Scottish, Welsh, and 
Irish national teams, making the British and Irish Lions 
is the stuff that dreams are made of.  For a northern 
hemisphere rugger, selection as a Lion is a mark of 
excellence.

The Lions have been around since the end of the 19th 
century, a time when Ireland was still part of the United 
Kingdom.  The first tour in 1888 was played against 
New Zealand and Australia, both English colonies at 
the time.  The team played South Africa, also a colony, 
in 1891. The best players from England, Scotland, 
Wales, and Ireland are selected to be Lions.  Reporters 
following the 1924 tour in South Africa gave the squad 
the “Lions” name in recognition of the lion emblem on 
the ties the players wore. In those days, jackets and 
ties were de rigueur for ruggers on tour. 

Since 1989, the Lions have visited the southern 
hemisphere every 4 years and played a 3 Test match 
series against Australia, New Zealand, or South Africa, 
in that rotational order thereby facing each of them 
once every 12 years. In the last 36 years, the New 
Zealand All Blacks and South Africa Springboks have, 
on occasion, defeated the Lions 3 matches to nil, while 
the Lions have never won 3 matches in a Test series. 

In 1974, the Lions were led by Irishman Willie John 
McBride.  (The captain was from Northern Ireland. 
Unlike soccer, the Irish national rugby squad is made 
up of players from all 32 counties on the island.) 

McBride instilled “a take no prisoners” attitude in the 
team, who beat the Springboks in 3 matches and tied 
them in one.  Some call the 1974 squad the best Lions 
team ever. 

This past summer, the British and Irish Lions faced the 
Australia Wallabies.  In their last two contests, the 
Wallabies won the series 2-1 in 2001, while the Lions 
won 2-1 in 2013. The Lions hoped to claim sporting 
glory by winning all 3 matches in 2025. Alas, they fell 
short of that goal in an exciting Test series.

Ireland’s head coach, Andy Farrell, coached the Lions.  
He selected the team’s assistant coaches and players. 
Hence, there was a large contingent of Irish in both 
roles.  For the first match, out of the 15 players Farrell 
selected to start, 7 were from the Irish national squad, 
and out of the 8 replacements 3 were Irish. 

The Lions were hungry and physical, muscling to a 
24-5 lead. They put the Wallabies away early, although 
2 Australian tries in the last quarter (80-minute match) 
made the final score, 27-19, respectable. After the 
game, some rugby pundits predicted a 3-0 whitewash.  
They felt Australia did not have a chance against the 
power of the Lions. I didn’t see it that way. For me, 
the late Wallaby tries were a sign of things to come. It 
showed that despite being down they refused to quit 
and continued to fight.

Farrell named 9 Irish starters for the second match, 
along with 2 on the bench. The game was played in 
Australia’s largest sports stadium (Melbourne Cricket 
Ground) in front of 90,000 fans. It was the biggest 
crowd in Lions history, and spectators got to see an 
epic match that wasn’t decided until the 79th minute. 

The Wallabies began where they had left off in the 
first match.  Winning the collisions and scoring 3 
unanswered tries, they jumped to a 23-5 lead.  But 
the Lions clawed their way back to make it 23-17 at 
halftime. A 3-point penalty kick gave the Wallabies a 
2-score lead before the Lions cranked-up the heat. A 
try by Taidhg Beirne (Irish) and the conversion by Fin 
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Russell (Scottish) cut the lead for Australia to 26-24. 
As the clock wound down, the Lions went through a 
13-phase attack that led to Hugo Keenan’s try with 1 
minute remaining. Russell missed the conversion but 
ran out the clock in doing so.  Final score, Lions 29, 
Wallabies 26. 

Three Irish starters were involved in the dramatic 
conclusion.  Scrum-half Jamison Gibson Park saw a 
2-on-2 to his left. He passed to fullback Keenan, who 
had big Jack Conan on his outside.  Keenan could 
have passed to Conan. Indeed, Farrell was screaming 
for him pass it but said he knew Keenan would back 
himself in that situation. Keenan sidestepped his man 
and got over the line.  Heartbreak for Australia. 

Down 2 games to nil, the Wallabies had lost the series. 
However, they kept fighting, and it paid off in the third 
match. The game was played in a torrential rainstorm 
that turned the pitch into a soggy bog.  Once again, 
Farrell named 9 Irish players among the starters with 
another on the bench. 

It was a brutal encounter. 3 players left the field due 
to head injury protocols. The Lions lost their 2 starting 
second-rows - team captain Mario Itoje (English), 
and James Ryan (Irish) who was carted off the field. 
With Wallaby forward Will Skelton leading a ferocious 
attack, Australia was up 8-0 at the halftime break. 
This time they didn’t suffer any let-down. 3 minutes 
into the second half, the threat of lightning strikes 
caused a 38-minute suspension of play. (A mid-match 
delay of game for weather is abnormal in rugby. None 
of the players had experienced it before.) After play 
resumed, the Wallabies scored 2 more tries, while the 
Lions were unable to mount a comeback. Final score, 
Wallabies 22, Lions 12. 

Australia’s fearless victory denied the Lions rugby 
immortality. Five decades on, Willie John McBride’s 
1974 team remains the only Lions squad to win 3 
matches down-under. 

Nevertheless, the tour gave the Lions in general and 
Irish in particular much to be proud of. First, the 
Lions achieved a 2-1 series victory. Second, Munster 
forward Tadhg Beirne was named player of the series. 
(As they say in rugby: “forwards win games, backs 
decide by how much.”)  Third, Leinster tight head prop 

Tadhg Furlong sealed his status as a world class player 
by starting all 3 tests for the third consecutive Lions 
tour - 9 matches in a row. (He is from New Ross, Co. 
Wexford; that is, the same area JFKs family emigrated 
from when they came to the US during the famine. I’ve 
met Furlong. He is very friendly and down-to-earth. 
He is wearing jersey #3 in the accompanying photo.)  

It’s not easy to bring a group of diverse players together 
and forge them into one team in a short period of 
time. Farrell got everyone to buy into a team-first 
philosophy, make sacrifices for the team, and perform 
at their best. Hopefully, he will be asked to return as 
Lions coach for the Test series in New Zealand in 2029. 

Before that, though, world class rugby will be back 
in Australia in 2027, when they host the world rugby 
tournament. For centuries up to present times, 
the Irish have been emigrating to Australia. Some 
were forced to go and others went willingly. A large 
contingent of Irish rugby supporters can be expected 
to fill Aussie stadiums, singing “Zombie” and “The 
Fields of Athenry” in cheering the Irish national team 
on in 2027.  Give blood. Play rugby. Go Irish.

Slainte, EMN

References: Clem Thomas, The History of the British 
and Irish Lions, Mainstream Publishing Company 
(2025); Barry Sheehan, “Dan Sheehan’s Father Barry 
Reflects on Lions Tour,” Irish Times (August 7, 2025); 
Gerry Thornley, “Hugo Keenan’s Last-Minute Try 
Secures Series Win,” Irish Times (July 26, 2025); Gerry 
Thornley, “Should This Be His Final Bow, Furlong Has 
Signed His Name Among the Greats,” Irish Times 
(August 2, 2025). 



Shoreanigans PAGE 8

The Foundation of the Friendly Sons of the Shillelagh, Inc.
The Foundation of the Friendly Sons of the Shillelagh, Inc., is a charitable organization 
established and operated to benefit the public interest and is the club’s only IRS 
designated 501C(3) charity and donations are tax deductible. Please help us help 
individuals in need. If you have any questions, please feel free to email us at Info.
fsosbelmar@gmail.com.
Please mail donations to:	
					     FSOS Foundation
					     PO Box 627
					     Belmar, NJ 07719

Call Today to get things started or just to ask a mortgage question! 

Joe Walsh, NMLS#126603 
77 W Main St. 

Freehold, NJ  07728 
Office:  (732) 409-7779 • Fax:  (732) 333-3113 

Cell:  (908) 415-1324 
Email:  joew@patriotmtgs.com 

www.PatriotMortgage4U.com 

For members of the FSOS or those referred by a member of the 
FSOS that closes and funds a mortgage loan with Patriot 
Mortgage, a $300 donation will be given to the FSOS in the 
name of the person doing the mortgage and Patriot Mortgage. 

NMLS ID#1248884 Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking and Insurance. This is not a commitment to lend. All interest 
rates, fees and programs are subject to change without notice.  Terms and conditions apply.  All rights reserved. *Government 
insured Reverse Mortgages. 

We proudly support 
the Friendly Sons of 
Shillelagh of Belmar. 
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The Pipes and Drums of the Jersey Shore

September 2025 
As the end of summer closes in, a fun time of year is upon 
us. The MLB is gearing up for playoffs, college football has 
started, the NFL is starting in a week as I write this and the 
NHL opener is about a month away!

School has started and there has been a slight chill in the 
air for the last few nights.

As ‘local summer” starts, hopefully we can get a few more 
beautiful days to enjoy!

Quite a few new students are attending our FREE lessons 
to learn to play bagpipes and drums! WHat’s stopping 
you from giving it a go! Stop by Tuesday nights at 6:30 
upstairs at the club to talk with me or anyone in the band.

We have a performance at our Club’s half way to St 
Paddy’s Day Party on September 13th!

We also have a performance set for the Army of Hope for 
the Lacey Elks on September 14th

October we perform in the annual Columbus Day Parade 
in Seaside.

We continue to work on new music and having a lot of fun 
at rehearsals on Tuesday nights!

I am having so much fun in our band and have met so 
many outstanding people that are more than friends, 
they are my band family!

PDJS Q&A:

1. Can anyone learn to play?

Yes! Kids and adults can learn to play. I feel anyone with 
the desire and passion to play, can learn!

2. How many songs does the band play?

We call songs, tunes in the pipe band world. The band 
repertoire has well over 50 tunes. We play about 25-30 
tunes on a regular basis. We rotate some music in and 
out and in recent years we hav been adding new music to 
keep things fun!

3. What is the criteria to get into the band?

Bagpipers need to perform 12 tunes to pass your audition. 
Drummers have a little different criteria to pass the 
audition including playing the street beat, 4/4 scores, 3/4 
and 6/8 scores also. Easy? Well, it is easier if you practice 
and stick with it!

Need a piper or the band to play at an event?

Want to have a bagpiper, small group or the band to 
celebrate a promotion, a backyard bbq or birthday party? 
We perform for all kinds of events: weddings, funerals, 
parties, grand openings, ceremonies, graduations, 
backyard bbq’s and more!

Did you know some of us have played at golf outings, polo 
matches, bar crawls, curling matches and many other 
events?

For more info, please contact our Band Manager, Mark 
Mastowski (732-233-6136)

Want to find out more about our band? Our email is 
band@jspipesanddrums.com which can be accessed by 
visiting our updated website www.jspipesanddrums.com 
or talk to any band member for information. We always 
try to accommodate all requests. Remember that we, 
just like you, have family, job and other commitments/
obligations (some beyond our control).

Anyone with pictures or video of the band, please send 
them along to me pdjspiper@hotmail.com

Thank you!

Thank you and we appreciate the continued support from 
all of you!!

Slainte,

Ray Spengler
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ANNOUNCEMENT
EHRLICH LAW OFFICES: 608 MAIN STREET, BELMAR, NJ 

DISCOUNT ON ESTATE PLANNING DOCUMENTS FOR SHILLELAGHS 
$300 for a will, living will and POA documentation for you and your spouse. (6 docs total)  

Please present your Shillelagh Membership ID. Call Tom Ehrlich 732-223- 8480 for appointments.
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Not receiving email or have contact
information to update?

Contact Rick McKenna at 
rkmckenna@aol.com.com

or Ray Spengler
pdjspiper@hotmail.com

Have information on bereavement?
Contact Dan Reilly at 
Irish0361@aol.com

or
Ray Spengler at

PDJSpiper@hotmail.com

Have news to share in the newsletter? Contact info.fsosBelmar@gmail.com
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PHONE TREE
If you haven’t received any 

calls from the phone tree in the last few weeks, 
you  are not in the loop. 

Contact Ed Hunter at 732-664-2549
and have your 

phone number added to the list.               

WINNING NUMBERS
1st — 585 

2nd — 442

HAVING A SMALL PARTY?
The room upstairs is perfect for certain events (50 people or less).
Jim Dunne has volunteered to help the Party Room Committee
with booking the parties and confirm availability of dates.  Please
call Jim Dunne at 732-681-2659 with all your room rental
questions.   

EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY: The rental fee for the upstairs
room is $100 and children’s parties are no longer permitted.

CLUB STEWARD

AMERICA IRELAND

FULL COLOR printing can give your company that boost
it needs to get your message noticed. We can print
anything in full color including BUSINESS CARDS,
POSTCARDS, BROCHURES, SALES SHEETS or whatever
you need to increase sales and get your business ahead
of the competition! And now we offer FULL COLOR
DIGITAL PRINTING.

Newsletters

Postcards

Brochures

A full-color newsletter with bright, bold graphics
and clear, easy-to-read text will set you apart from
the crowd.

A professional image begins with professional
marketing materials. A full-color brochure will
help you look great.

Low cost postcards can help you achieve your
sales and marketing goals. Our print shop is
equipped to handle all your postcard needs. 
Stop in or call us today for more information!

185 Broadway
Long Branch, NJ 07740
(732) 870-1999

771 Shrewsbury Avenue
Shrewsbury, NJ 07702
(732) 741-4594

108 W. Sylvania Avenue
Neptune City, NJ 07753
(732) 502-0110

www.JammPrinting.com

JAMM PRINTING
QUALITY PRINTING, COPYING & DIRECT MAIL • ON TIME ... EVERYTIME!

We Now Do...

FULL SER
FULL SERVICEVICE

DIRECT MAIL

DIRECT MAIL

Small to Large Mailings

•Mail Lists •Bulk Rate

•Sort •Label

•Postal Discounts

NEXT MEETING
Wednesday, February 25 7:30 PM

Parade Day Meeting • Club Office Nominations
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1st	 –	547
2nd	–	076
3rd	 –	481
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For over 40 years, 
we’ve measured 

success just one way:
Satisfi ed Customers
Th ere was a time when Print & Copy shops were 
experienced and guided their customers. Th e goal 
was simple: commit to your customer’s needs; be 
hardworking and humble; be knowledgeable in 
your work and uncompromising in your values. 
Th e rest will take care of itself.

Our success proves there is still room in the 
world for Print & Copy shops to embrace 

an approach that has stood the test of time: 
Experienced Staff  and Customer 

Satisfaction...Always!

 JAMM PRINTING
PRINTING • DIGITAL COPYING • DIRECT MAIL (EDDM)

“We Are Your One On One Marketing Partners”

185 Broadway, Long Branch, NJ 07740
(732) 870-1999

www.jammprint ing.com 11
.1
9

Upcoming Meetings
Wednesday, October 1st, 2025, 7:30pm

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
Have a problem with alcohol? There is a solution. 24 HR. HOT LINE: 866-210-1303




