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Brothers:

I would like to start off by thanking the membership for your support of 
the new clubhouse.  Also I would like to offer a special thanks to Past President
John Carr, who has been spearheading the efforts to move this project forward.
We are hoping for the ground breaking to take place sometime in the middle of
August.  

Easter will soon be upon us and with that we will be having our annual
Easter Egg Hunt, on April 12th.  I would like to thank Peter Mitchell for taking
over the reins as the coordinator for this great family event.  As always along
with the Easter Egg Hunt, we will have a petting zoo, food and a lot of fun for
the kids and parents alike.

With the warm weather now upon us, the club will be sponsoring, and
members participating in golf outings, fishing tournaments and many other
activities.  I encourage everyone to participate in as many activities as possible;
we always have a great time.  

We also have our annual Dinner Dance coming up on May 3rd at Dolan’s.
We will be honoring Bill and Joe Connor as our Irishmen of the Year, as well as
the members of our Foundation, see our Co-Chairmen Mark Quirk or Billy
Clohosey for tickets and seating.   

Fraternally, 

Matt Sharin
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Brother Shillelagh’s,

Hope everyone is enjoying the early summer at the Jersey Shore.  June was 
another busy month for the club as we moved into summer with several 
outstanding events.  

Our June 24th Golf Outing with 262 players on two courses was very success-
ful.  The support we received from our members and sponsors was unprec-
edented for the club.  I want to thank Ray Barnes and the Golf Committee 
for all the work done in making this an outstanding event.  The kitchen crew 
was stellar as always, as they welcomed us back to the club with a great 
meal.  The generosity of our members was also evident, as we raised $3,600 
for a family in need in Brick Township.  Thanks to Scott and Charlie Brady for 
leading this effort. 

We enjoyed another great Cigar Night at the club on June 29th with Dave 
Matteo and Wayne Berning leading this event.  Thanks also to Moira Horan 
and Mary Lavender for their help as well.  

Caddyshack Bingo took place on June 30th.  It was a standing room only 
crowd of 150 under the tent with the Caddyshack crew providing great 
laughs and entertainment to the crowd.  Joe “Paradise” Kelly morphed into 
Joey Dangerfield for the night and was outstanding.  Thanks to Joe, Ryan 
Lavender, Mary Lavender, Rich Mackay, Art Moloughney and Moira Horan for 
making this event so successful.  We all hope the rumored retirement from 
Bingo of Joe Kelly is fake news!

The Dart League championship was won by No Hope.  Congrats to team 
members Captain Snuffy Smith, Bill “Mumbles” Ryan, Rich Mackay, Ryan 
Lavender, Chuck Healy and Bob Ariel.  Great work by Commissioner Anthony 
Aldorasi and Art Moloughney for making the season so successful.   Dart 
League Thursday’s have become a tremendous night at the Shillelagh’s.

Ned Barrett is off to a great start leading our Membership Committee.  Ned 
and the committee have recently screened and approved of 57 new Shille-
lagh members bringing our total numbers to approximately 1,375 members.  
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Welcome to our new members!  Try to pick some upcoming events to volunteer for.  It is a great way to meet 
new club members.

I wanted to also thank the tent committee volunteers for the hard work accomplished in putting up and taking 
down the tent for our outside events.   The club saves a great deal of money for each event where we use our 
tent with the tent committee doing the work versus renting tents in the past.  Thanks to Kevin Giblin and Paul 
Rockwell for leading this important committee.  

Prayers go out to the family of Shillelagh Brother, Tom Griffin, who passed on July 9th.  Tom was a great man 
and Shillelagh volunteer.  He was a tireless volunteer and integral part of our Kitchen Crew for many years.  

Enjoy your summer!

Slainte’

Craig Coyle

President FSOS Belmar

July 2022
Your President’s Message Continued

The Foundation of the 
Friendly Sons of the Shillelagh, Inc.

The Foundation of the Friendly Sons of the Shillelagh, Inc., is 
a charitable organization established and operated to benefit 
the public interest and is the club’s only IRS designated 
501C(3) charity and donations are tax deductible. Please 
help us help individuals in need. If you have any questions, 
please feel free to email us at Info.fsosbelmar@gmail.com.

Please mail donations to: 

       FSOS Foundation
       PO Box 627, 
       Belmar, NJ 07719
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Sunday, July 17th • Edna Keegan
Wednesday, August 3rd • Membership Meeting

Sunday, August 7th • Edna Keegan
Saturday, August 13th • FSOS Fluke Tournament

Tom Griffin
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Irish History #94Irish History #94
Phase 1 of the Civil War and Arthur Griffith’s DeathPhase 1 of the Civil War and Arthur Griffith’s Death

 After escaping capture in Dublin, Liam Lynch went 
to Limerick, where he set-up a command as “the Chief 
of Staff of republican forces.”  He ordered command-
ers of republican divisions outside of Ireland’s capital 
to remain in the countryside and not counter-attack 
Dublin.

 The order confused the South Dublin IRA Brigade 
who occupied Blessington, Co. Dublin, 15 miles from 
the capital.  They didn’t march on Dublin, nor did they 
defend Blessington.  Facing an attack by Irish military 
forces armed with “artillery, armored cars and auto-
matic weapons,” they abandoned the town. This sce-
nario was replayed in numerous towns and cities.  

 In Waterford city, after the Irish military secured the 
quays, they were able to “ferry” men and artillery into 
the city. Encountering this, republicans surrendered. 
In Carrick-on-Suir, Co. Tipperary, Dan Breen - one of 
the leaders of the Soloheadbeg ambush that opened 
the Irish War of Independence (See Chapter #57) - and 
400 republicans failed to defend the town when con-
fronted by Irish army forces who outnumbered them.  
In Westport, Co. Mayo, rebels faced 400 Irish soldiers, 
an artillery gun and an armored car. They abandoned 
the town without a fight. 

 Michael Collins appointed himself as Commander 
in Chief of Ireland’s National Army, and “transferred 
the day-to-day leadership of the provisional govern-
ment” to W.T. Cosgrave. Richard Mulcahy became the 
Minister of Defense.  Collins and Mulcahy pressed the 
initiative on behalf of the government.  They under-
stood the need to appear in control of the war in or-
der to persuade Great Britain to continue withdrawing 
its troops from Ireland.  And they viewed Limerick as 
“strategically” critical to holding Ireland’s south and 
west.  

 On July 11, 1922, Irish military forces began their 
attack on rebels garrisoned in barracks in Limerick. 
Eight days later, Lynch left the city and Limerick rebels 
surrendered. Several hundred republicans were cap-

tured, and 800 were held in a jail “designed to hold 
only 120.”  During the war, other jails also overflowed 
with prisoners, forcing the government to open three 
internment camps.  Ultimately, prisoners - but not 
those considered to be IRA leaders - were given am-
nesty and released if they signed a pledge not to take 
up arms against the provisional government. 

 During the last week of July, republican leader Os-
car Traynor was captured and Collins’ close friend Har-
ry Boland was killed by government forces. Ireland’s 
National Army was on the offensive in the war’s first 
month.

 The situation in counites Cork and Kerry, howev-
er, initially favored the rebels. They drove pro-treaty 
troops out of Skibbereen, Co. Cork, and Listowel, Co. 
Kerry. As a result, these counties became known as 
the “Munster Republic.” But a “series of amphibious 
landings” turned the tide in favor of the Irish military. 

 The landings allowed the National Army to deploy 
men, artillery guns and armored cars. After landing in 
Fenit, Co. Kerry, Irish forces captured Tralee on August 
2.  The army also landed in Youghai and Glandore, both 
in Co. Cork, and secured surrounding areas. On August 
5, the Irish military drove an IRA group of 2,000 men 
from Killmallock, Co. Limerick, near the Cork and Kerry 
borders.

 Under the Anglo-Irish Treaty, Ireland was barred 
from having a navy. But the British supplied the Irish 
government with several gunboats that the Irish used 
in their amphibious offensive.   

 The final landing took place in Cork city. Irish forces 
came ashore unchallenged, but skirmishes took place 
in the city’s outskirts. Seven rebels and nine Irish sol-
diers were killed in the fighting. 

 One of the Irish Free State soldiers who died was 
named Flood.  He was cut-down by “IRA machine 
gun-fire.” As he lay dying in a field, republican Frank 
O’Donoghue “broke cover” and ran to him.  Holding 
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Flood’s hand, O’Donoghue said an “Act of Contrition 
in his ear.” They had fought together in the Irish War 
of Independence.  The scene poignantly captured how 
comrades in arms in that war heart-wrenchingly be-
came enemies in the civil war.

 Cork, like other places, was abandoned by the reb-
els after they burned down their barracks. By August 
10, the “’Munster Republic’ had been overthrown,” 
and the set-piece fighting phase of the civil war was 
over.  

 The government had won the “conventional” war. 
Demoralization started to take root among republi-
cans. But fighting would drag on for nine more months. 

 On August 19, IRA Adjutant General Con Moloney 
issued an order to IRA rebels, instructing them “to 
abandon conventional operations and form active 
service units not exceeding 35 men to conduct gue-
rilla attacks.” Now, the civil war entered a new phase 
involving guerilla warfare tactics.  The government 
responded with overwhelming force and emergency 
laws aimed at decapitating the threat. 

 During 1922, the National Army doubled in size 
from 20,000 troops to 40,000 and, lacking large-scale 
public support, the intensity of guerilla fighting by re-
publicans diminished over time. Still, the remainder of 
the war was bloody and bitter with many criminally 
suspicious retaliatory killings. 

 During this period, Dail President Arthur Griffith 
was ill. Unexpectedly on August 12, he suffered a 
stroke and died. Collins reportedly called Griffith “the 
father of us all,” and said: “In Arthur Griffith . . . there is 
a wisdom and awareness of things which are Ireland.” 

 Griffith had launched Sinn Fein (“Ourselves Alone”) 
in 1905 as a movement promoting Irish nationalism 
and independence. The movement developed into the 
main Irish nationalist political party. Over the years, 
he edited weekly newspapers that inspired a genera-
tion of republicans. James Joyce considered Griffith’s 
“United Irishman” and “Sinn Fein” weeklies to be the 
only Dublin newspapers worth reading. 

 Griffith joined the Irish Volunteers. Yet, he es-

chewed violence except when used defensively. He 
took part in the 1914 Howth gun-running episode, but 
not in the 1916 Easter Rising. This was designed so 
that he could continue to support the Rising’s call for 
self-determination and independence in his writings. 
British authorities, however, accused Sinn Fein of fo-
menting the Rising and arrested him.

 When Eamon de Valera went to the United States, 
Griffith stepped up to serve as Acting President of 
the Irish Dail in his place, and stepped down when de 
Valera returned two years later. De Valera appointed 
Griffith to serve as the lead plenipotentiary in London 
during the Anglo-Irish Treaty negotiations. Griffith 
signed the Treaty that he and Collins had negotiated 
with the British.  The Treaty split the IRA and Sinn Fein. 

 When de Valera walked out of the Dail because 
the plenipotentiaries signed the Treaty without his 
foreknowledge, Griffith was elected President of the 
Dail. Many believe he worked himself to death. British 
Treaty negotiator Lord Birkenhead lamented Griffith’s 
passing, and said he “perished of sheer exhaustion 
and overwork.”

 Griffith was a staunch defender of the Treaty, which 
he saw as bringing “effective independence for most 
of Ireland.” Except for Ulster, the pragmatic Griffith 
delivered on his vision of Ireland as a free nation. And, 
like Collins, he viewed the Irish Free State as “a step 
toward [the island’s] ultimate freedom.” Although, he 
opposed Collins’ post Treaty efforts to destabilize the 
Northern Ireland government.  

 Praise for Griffith was universal, when he died. 
Even his opponents paid tribute to him. Anti-treaty 
republican Erskine Childers described Griffith as “the 
greatest intellectual force stimulating the national re-
vival of 1916-19.” 

 Anti-treaty republican and future President of 
Ireland Sean T. Kelly was interned in Kilmainham Jail 
when Griffith died. He expressed his opinion on Grif-
fith’s special place in Irish history in a letter to Griffith’s 
widow. He wrote: “Future generations of Irish men and 
women shall draw inspiration [from] a truly patriotic 
son whose political philosophy so eloquently taught, 
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The Order of the Friendly Sons of the ShillelaghThe Order of the Friendly Sons of the Shillelagh

ABOUT US

We invite you to show your support, honor friends and family, to remember loved 
ones, or commemorate special occasions by purchasing tribute bricks to be placed in 
the walkway and landscaped area in front of The New Friendly Sons of the 
Shillelagh Clubhouse in Belmar. Best of all, your brick purchase will help the new 
FSOS clubhouse, which in turn helps the FSOS continue its mission of  celebrating 
Irish- American culture and helping countless members of our community who are 
less fortunate or in need.

The laser engraved bricks are guaranteed for life, with permanent paint that never 
wears away. 

There are several brick sizes and price options to choose from.

Thank You

Page 1 of 4Welcome to The Order of the Friendly Sons of the Shillelagh Website

10/5/2016https://polarengraving.com/TheOrderoftheFriendlySonsoftheShillelagh?utm_source=Copy...

ABOUT US:

The Order  
of The  

Friendly  
Sons 
of the  

Shillelagh
of the  

Jersey Shore

Call Today to get things started or just to ask a mortgage question! 

Joe Walsh, NMLS#126603 
77 W Main St. 

Freehold, NJ  07728 
Office:  (732) 409-7779 • Fax:  (732) 333-3113 

Cell:  (908) 415-1324 
Email:  joew@patriotmtgs.com 

www.PatriotMortgage4U.com  

For members of the FSOS or those referred by a member of the 
FSOS that closes and funds a mortgage loan with Patriot 
Mortgage, a $300 donation will be given to the FSOS in the 
name of the person doing the mortgage and Patriot Mortgage. 

NMLS ID#1248884 Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking and Insurance. This is not a commitment to lend. All interest 
rates, fees and programs are subject to change without notice.  Terms and conditions apply.  All rights reserved. *Government 
insured Reverse Mortgages. 

We proudly support 
the Friendly Sons of 
Shillelagh of Belmar. 

and whose long years of toil and sacrifice brought the 
present generation of Irishmen from their knees to 
their feet, and rekindled in their hearts the almost ex-
tinct flame of liberty.” 

 Griffith was also lauded in the United States. De 
Valera adversary Judge Daniel Cohalan of New York 
said Griffith was “the brain of the Irish movement for 
freedom,” and the New York Tribune called him “the 
rock of the revolution.” 

 Griffith was laid to rest at Glasnevin Cemetery on 
August 16.  Six days later, another giant in the pan-
theon of Irish heroes would die. Michael Collins was 
killed in the Beal na mBlath ambush in southwest 
Cork. We will look at the circumstances surrounding 
his death and the repercussions in the next chapter.

Sources: Peter Cottrell, The Irish Civil War 1922-23, 
Osprey Publishing Ltd. (2008); Darragh Gannon and 
Feargal McGarry, Ireland 1922, Royal Irish Academy 
(1922); Colum Kenny, The Enigma of Arthur Griffith, 
Merrion Press (2020); Michael Laffan, Judging W.T. 
Cosgrave, Royal Irish Academy (2014). 

Slainte Mhor, EMN         
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62 W. Sylvania Ave, Neptune City, NJ 07753 • (732) 774-5040
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ANNOUNCEMENT
EHRLICH LAW OFFICES: 608 MAIN STREET, BELMAR, NJ 

DISCOUNT ON ESTATE PLANNING DOCUMENTS FOR SHILLELAGHS 

$300 for a will, living will and POA documentation for you and your spouse. (6 docs total)  
Please present your Shillelagh Membership ID. Call Tom Ehrlich 732-223- 8480 for appointments.
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Not receiving email or have contact
information to update?

Contact Ned Barrett at 
nbarrett@deltec-ny-com

Have information on bereavement?
Contact Dan Reilly at 
Irish0361@aol.com

or
Ray Spengler at

PDJSpiper@hotmail.com

Have news to share in the newsletter? Contact info.fsosBelmar@gmail.com
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PHONE TREE
If you haven’t received any 

calls from the phone tree in the last few weeks, 
you  are not in the loop. 

Contact Ed Hunter at 732-664-2549
and have your 

phone number added to the list.               

WINNING NUMBERS
1st — 585 

2nd — 442

HAVING A SMALL PARTY?
The room upstairs is perfect for certain events (50 people or less).
Jim Dunne has volunteered to help the Party Room Committee
with booking the parties and confirm availability of dates.  Please
call Jim Dunne at 732-681-2659 with all your room rental
questions.   

EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY: The rental fee for the upstairs
room is $100 and children’s parties are no longer permitted.

CLUB STEWARD

AMERICA IRELAND

FULL COLOR printing can give your company that boost
it needs to get your message noticed. We can print
anything in full color including BUSINESS CARDS,
POSTCARDS, BROCHURES, SALES SHEETS or whatever
you need to increase sales and get your business ahead
of the competition! And now we offer FULL COLOR
DIGITAL PRINTING.

Newsletters

Postcards

Brochures

A full-color newsletter with bright, bold graphics
and clear, easy-to-read text will set you apart from
the crowd.

A professional image begins with professional
marketing materials. A full-color brochure will
help you look great.

Low cost postcards can help you achieve your
sales and marketing goals. Our print shop is
equipped to handle all your postcard needs. 
Stop in or call us today for more information!

185 Broadway
Long Branch, NJ 07740
(732) 870-1999

771 Shrewsbury Avenue
Shrewsbury, NJ 07702
(732) 741-4594

108 W. Sylvania Avenue
Neptune City, NJ 07753
(732) 502-0110

www.JammPrinting.com

JAMM PRINTING
QUALITY PRINTING, COPYING & DIRECT MAIL • ON TIME ... EVERYTIME!

We Now Do...

FULL SER
FULL SERVICEVICE

DIRECT MAIL

DIRECT MAIL

Small to Large Mailings

•Mail Lists •Bulk Rate

•Sort •Label

•Postal Discounts

NEXT MEETING
Wednesday, February 25 7:30 PM

Parade Day Meeting • Club Office Nominations
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1st – 082
2nd – 053
3rd – 461
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For over 40 years, 
we’ve measured 

success just one way:
Satisfi ed Customers
Th ere was a time when Print & Copy shops were 
experienced and guided their customers. Th e goal 
was simple: commit to your customer’s needs; be 
hardworking and humble; be knowledgeable in 
your work and uncompromising in your values. 
Th e rest will take care of itself.

Our success proves there is still room in the 
world for Print & Copy shops to embrace 

an approach that has stood the test of time: 
Experienced Staff  and Customer 

Satisfaction...Always!

 JAMM PRINTING
PRINTING • DIGITAL COPYING • DIRECT MAIL (EDDM)

“We Are Your One On One Marketing Partners”

185 Broadway, Long Branch, NJ 07740
(732) 870-1999

www.jammprint ing.com 11
.1
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Upcoming Meetings
Wednesday, August 3rd, 2022

7:30pm 



Have news to share 
in the newsletter? 

Contact: 
info.fsosBelmar@gmail.com


