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Brothers:

I would like to start off by thanking the membership for your support of 
the new clubhouse.  Also I would like to offer a special thanks to Past President
John Carr, who has been spearheading the efforts to move this project forward.
We are hoping for the ground breaking to take place sometime in the middle of
August.  

Easter will soon be upon us and with that we will be having our annual
Easter Egg Hunt, on April 12th.  I would like to thank Peter Mitchell for taking
over the reins as the coordinator for this great family event.  As always along
with the Easter Egg Hunt, we will have a petting zoo, food and a lot of fun for
the kids and parents alike.

With the warm weather now upon us, the club will be sponsoring, and
members participating in golf outings, fishing tournaments and many other
activities.  I encourage everyone to participate in as many activities as possible;
we always have a great time.  

We also have our annual Dinner Dance coming up on May 3rd at Dolan’s.
We will be honoring Bill and Joe Connor as our Irishmen of the Year, as well as
the members of our Foundation, see our Co-Chairmen Mark Quirk or Billy
Clohosey for tickets and seating.   

Fraternally, 

Matt Sharin
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Brother Shillelaghs,

Tough start to the month of February.  Two of our members passed away in early 
February.

Louis Hansen – Louis was one of a kind and beloved by all who knew him.  Louis was 
a veteran of the United States Marines and worked at Sandy Hook for over 43 years.  
Prayers go out to Louie’s wife Bev and Lou’s family.  Louie was a great Shillelagh and 
a great American.  The club will not be the same without him. As Snuffy said at the 
wake, may the summer wind be always at your back Louis. God Bless you!! You stood 
tall!

Joseph Nealon – Joe was a coach and President of the Belmar Little League and 
coached and refereed basketball at Belmar Recreation. Joe retired from the Belmar 
department of public works 30 years. Prayers to Joe’s wife Jami and Joe’s Family.
Rest in Peace Brothers! 

Nominations for offices will take place at the March Monthly meeting, Wednesday 
March 3rd, at 7:30pm.  To run for office a member must be a member in good standing, 
which means the member has paid his dues and the two people that nominate the 
member must also be members in good standing.  Please contact Snuffy Smith with 
any questions.  

I am not sure about you but I am tired of the snow already.  Stay safe everyone! 

Bill “Mumbles” Ryan 
President FSOS Belmar
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Wednesday, March 3rd - Membership Meeting 7:30 pm

Nominations for club offices at the general membership meeting.

Sunday, April 11th - Blood Drive. Time TBD

Sunday, June 6th - FSOS 30th Anniversary Celebration
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aBOuT us

We invite you to show your support, honor friends and family, to remember loved 
ones, or commemorate special occasions by purchasing tribute bricks to be placed in 
the walkway and landscaped area in front of The New Friendly Sons of the 
Shillelagh Clubhouse in Belmar. Best of all, your brick purchase will help the new 
FSOS clubhouse, which in turn helps the FSOS continue its mission of  celebrating 
Irish- American culture and helping countless members of our community who are 
less fortunate or in need.

The laser engraved bricks are guaranteed for life, with permanent paint that never 
wears away. 

There are several brick sizes and price options to choose from.

Thank You

Page 1 of 4Welcome to The Order of the Friendly Sons of the Shillelagh Website

10/5/2016https://polarengraving.com/TheOrderoftheFriendlySonsoftheShillelagh?utm_source=Copy...

ABOUT US:

The Order  
of The  

Friendly  
Sons 
of the  

Shillelagh
of the  

Jersey Shore
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Irish History #80 
Irish History #80 – Manchester Martyrs Redux

April marks the 105th anniversary of the Easter Rising.  
The 1916 Rising will be commemorated around Easter 
as it is every year.  More will follow in these pages about 
this milestone event in Irish history.  Before turning 
to the Rising, we look back to the 1867 rebellion and 
the case of the Manchester (England) Martyrs, which 
influenced the Rising. 

Tom Clarke, known as the “old Fenian,” had the honor 
of being the first to sign the Proclamation of the Irish 
Republic read by Padraic Pearse on the Easter Rising’s 
first day.  Although only nine years old in 1867, Clarke 
remembered that uprising. James Connolly, another 
who signed the Proclamation, wrote a year before the 
Rising about the “Fenians of Manchester,” who “struck 
back at the enemy with blows that are still resounding 
through the heart of the world.” He said, “[t]he echo of 
those blows has for a generation been as a baptismal 
dedication to the soul and life of thousands of Irish 
men and women, consecrating them to the service of 
freedom.”

Fenian members of the Irish Republican Brotherhood 
(IRB) believed their use of armed force to win freedom 
and independence was justified, because a military 
struggle against Great Britain was the only way to 
achieve an Irish Republic.  Afterall, 50,000 British troops 
and police were stationed in Ireland, when the Fenians 
plotted to take over rail lines and coast guard stations 
in 1867.  In addition to this daunting challenge, an 
informer told the British about the plot before it took 
place.  Needless to say, when the uprising occurred it 
was a spectacular failure.  

Public sympathy for the Fenian cause was aroused, 
however, when three rebels, known as the Manchester 
Martyrs, were executed by British authorities. Their 
story began on September 18, 1867 when 30 IRB-
men stopped a horse-drawn police wagon, which held 
prisoners who were on their way from the courthouse 
to the jail house.  IRB leaders, Thomas Kelly and 
Timothy Deasy, were among the prisoners. They had 
been arrested for loitering and charged with vagrancy. 
The IRB’s goal was to free them.

Kelly and Deasy were veterans of the U.S. Civil War.  
They believed in Irish self-determination, and returned 
to Ireland after the war. Deasy became commander 

of the Fenians in Co. Cork and Kelly became a chief 
executive in the IRB. British authorities knew both men 
were active in the IRB.

When the IRB surrounded the police wagon, the 
mounted police escorting it fled. They left police officer 
Charles Brett in the locked cage with the prisoners.  
When Brett ignored commands from the IRB to unlock 
the door so the prisoners could be freed, one of the 
IRB raiders fired a shot into the cage-lock to open it. 
The shot opened the lock and killed Brett. Kelly and 
Deasy escaped and fled to the United States. They 
were never re-captured. Kelly ended-up in Atlantic 
City, where he ran a hotel with his wife; Deasy went 
to Massachusetts and was later elected to the State 
House of Representatives. 

Brett was the first Manchester police officer killed 
in the line of duty. His death brought fear, panic and 
outrage. Ten percent of Manchester’s population was 
Irish. 30 Irishmen were rounded-up and charged with 
common purpose and felony murder.  The shooter 
was never identified, and it was unknown if any of the 
30 had fired the fatal shot. A motion to change the 
trial’s venue to London was denied, and 26 defendants 
went to trial in Manchester.  A majority of the 26 were 
convicted of riot and assault, and sentenced to five-
year prison terms.  

The jury, which deliberated only an hour and fifteen 
minutes, rejected the defense claim that the shot was 
fired just to break the lock, and that no one intended 
to injure anybody.  The jury convicted five defendants - 
William Allen, Michael Larkin, Michael O’Brien, Thomas 
Maguire and Edward O’Meagher Condon - of murder. 
The five were sentenced to death by hanging. 

At sentencing, Condon admitted organizing the 
attack but denied participating.  He said he was not 
there when it happened. He also exclaimed to the 
court, “I have nothing to regret or retract. I can only 
say God save Ireland.” When the court announced their 
death sentences, all of the defendants cried out - “God 
Save Ireland!”  Their cry inspired “God Save Ireland,” 
a song written a month later.  It was the unofficial 
Irish national anthem until 1916.  (It was replaced by 
the official anthem, “The Soldier’s Song.”) “God Save 
Ireland” is still a popular Irish rebel-music tune.  Now 
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you can know where it came from when you hear or 
sing the chorus:

 “’God Save Ireland!’ said the heroes;
‘God Save Ireland’ said they all.
Whether on the scaffold high
Or the battlefield we die,
Oh, what matter when for Erin dear we fall.”

Maguire, one of the Manchester IRB defendants and 
a former Royal Marine, was pardoned.  The Crown said 
Maguire’s pardon was given because witnesses perjured 
themselves.  But those same witnesses had testified 
against the other defendants who were not pardoned. 
Condon, an American citizen, also received relief. The 
U.S. government interceded, and his sentence was 
commuted to life imprisonment. 

Allen, Larkin and O’Brien went to the gallows. (They 
were the first Irishmen hung since United Irishman 
Robert Emmet in 1803.)  More than eight thousand 
people witnessed the executions in Manchester on 
November 23, 1867.  One report of the event noted 
“raucous bacchanalian strains of . . . ‘Rule Britannia’” 
were sung by the crowd. Irish clergy had instructed their 
parishioners to avoid the public spectacle and attend 
mass on the morning of the executions instead.    Allen 
died instantly from a broken neck.  Larkin and O’Brien 
did not. The hangman finished the job on Larkin by 
pulling on his legs, but O’Brien suffered for 45 minutes 
before he stopped breathing. The trio were buried in 
quicklime graves at the prison.

It is not clear why the U.S. Embassy made no effort 
on O’Brien’s behalf to intervene and stop his execution.  
O’Brien was born in Cork, but he emigrated to Jersey 
City and became an American citizen. He fought for the 
Union during the Civil War with the NJ Light Artillery. 
He received an honorable discharge when the war 
ended in 1865.  Immediately after the war, he returned 
to the Emerald Isle and ran guns between Ireland and 
England. Unlike Condon, O’Brien’s ties to the U.S. did 
not help him.

The Irish people saw the Manchester trial as a 
miscarriage of justice, and viewed Allen, Larkin and 
O’Brien as martyrs. Their courage and sacrifice 
“electrified nationalist Ireland.” In 1867, even in defeat, 
the Fenians and IRB pushed Ireland further down the 
road toward nationhood.

Please continue to stay healthy and be well. Slan, 
EMN

Call Today to get things started or just to ask a mortgage question!

Joe Walsh, NMLS#126603 
77 W Main St. 

Freehold, NJ  07728 
Office:  (732) 409-7779 • Fax:  (732) 333-3113 

Cell:  (908) 415-1324 
Email:  joew@patriotmtgs.com 

www.PatriotMortgage4U.com  

For members of the FSOS or those referred by a member of the 
FSOS that closes and funds a mortgage loan with Patriot 
Mortgage, a $300 donation will be given to the FSOS in the 
name of the person doing the mortgage and Patriot Mortgage.

NMLS ID#1248884 Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking and Insurance. This is not a commitment to lend. All interest 
rates, fees and programs are subject to change without notice.  Terms and conditions apply.  All rights reserved. *Government 
insured Reverse Mortgages.

We proudly support 
the Friendly Sons of 
Shillelagh of Belmar.

The Foundation of the Friendly 
Sons of the Shillelagh, Inc.

The Foundation of the Friendly Sons of the Shillelagh, 
Inc., is a charitable organization established and 
operated to benefit the public interest and is the club’s 
only IRS designated 501C(3) charity and donations are 
tax deductible. Please help us help individuals in need. 
If you have any questions, please feel free to email us 
at Info.fsosbelmar@gmail.com

Please mail donations to:
FSOS Foundation
PO Box 627
Belmar, NJ 07719
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We want to relay our condolences to the Hanson Family. 
Louie was a huge supporter of the band and was in 
Savannah with us a few times. Stand Tall and rest in 
peace Louie.

The pandemic is almost a year now. The last time we had 
the entire band at an event was the Asbury Parade last 
year. We have been and continue to support the club 
and various charities when we can and as needed.

The band is hoping to start rehearsals again this month. 
Let’s hope the recent change in restrictions ease more 
and this becomes s a trend that continues.

Short one this month as there are no parades scheduled 
in March. All have been canceled.

Please contact the Band Manager, Mark Mastowski 732-
233-6136 if you would like the band, a small group or 
a single piper to perform. We perform for all kinds of 
events: weddings, funerals, parties, grand openings, 
ceremonies, graduations and more! We always try to 
accommodate all requests. Remember that we, just 
like you, have family, job and other commitments/
obligations (some beyond our control).

The Pipes and Drums of the Jersey Shore

February 2021

We appreciate the continued support from all of you!

If you or anyone you know have an interest in learning 
how to play bagpipes or drums, this is a great way to be 
involved and do something fun! ANYTIME of the year is a 
GOOD time to start learning! Stop by at practice and talk 
to anyone in the band for more information. We practice 
Tuesday evening here at the club at 7:00pm for band 
members. Beginner lessons in person are suspended at 
this time however, if interested, see any band member, 
show up on Tuesday evening and/or contact me 732-
685-9232 so you can started to become a piper or 
drummer in the band!

If you already know how to play bagpipes or drums & 
want to join the band, just head over to practice on a 
Tuesday evening and check us out. Our email is band@
jspipesanddrums.com which can be accessed by visiting 
our website at www.jspipesanddrums.com or talk to 
any band member for information.

Slainte,
Ray Spengler
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Attention Amazon Shoppers:  Did you know that you can support the 
FSOS Foundation simply by shopping on Amazon like you always do? 

Well you can; and its easy! 

Follow the instructions below and Amazon will donate half a percent of each                                                      
eligible purchase to the FSOS Foundation: 

From your Browser: 

1.  Go to Smile.Amazon.com and login with your Amazon account credentials.   
2. Choose “The Foundation of the Friendly Sons of the Shillelagh, Inc.” as your charity 

to support. 
3. Shop like you always do, but remember to use Smile.Amazon.com instead of regular old 

Amazon.com 

From Your Mobile App: 

1.  Join Amazon Smile as outlined above using a web browser. 
2. Open your Amazon Mobile App and locate “settings” and tap Amazon Smile and follow 

the instructions to enable Amazon Smile on your device.  
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ANNOUNCEMENT
Ehrlich law OfficEs: 608 MaiN sTrEET, BElMar, NJ 

DiscOuNT ON EsTaTE PlaNNiNg DOcuMENTs fOr shillElaghs 

$300 for a will, living will and POa documentation for you and your spouse. (6 docs total)  
Please present your shillelagh Membership iD. call Tom Ehrlich 732-223- 8480 for appointments.
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Avon by the Sea  Bing's Beach House Deli Member Owned  www.bingsbeachhousedeli.com
Belmar  Federico's Pizzeria  Member Owned  www.federicospizza.com
Brick  Mantoloking Road Alehouse  Member Owned  www.mantolokingroadalehouse.com
Lake Como  Bar Anticipation  Member Owned  www.bar-a.com
Little Silver  Slices of Hope at Palumbo's  Member Owned  www.slicesofhope.com
Neptune City  Kelly's Tavern  Member Owned  www.kellystavernjerseyshore.com
Neptune City  Patrick's Grille  Member Owned  www.patricksgrillenc.com
Sea Girt  Harrigan's  Member Owned  www.harriganspub.com
Spring Lake  Spring Lake Manor  Member Owned www.springlakemanor.com
Spring Lake Heights  CJ's  Member Owned  www.cjstavern.com
Any Location  Bubbakoo's Buritto's   www.bubbakoos.com
Any Location  Jersey Mike's Subs   www.jerseymikes.com
Asbury Park  Cross & Orange   www.crossandorangeap.com
Asbury Park  Porta  www.pizzaporta.com
Belmar  10th Avenue Burrito  www.tenthaveburrito.com
Belmar  Anchor Tavern   www.anchortavernnj.com
Belmar  Beckman's Deli   www.beckmansdeli.com 
Belmar  Boathouse   www.boathousebarandgrill.com
Belmar  Comfi   www.facebook.comcomfibelmar
Belmar  Don’s Pizza   www.donspizzakingmenu.com
Belmar Federicis on 10th   www.fedspizza.com
Belmar Hoagitos   www.hoagitos.com
Belmar  Hooked Cafe   www.hookedcafe.com
Belmar  Jakes Downtown   www.jakesdowntown.com
Belmar  Jersey Shore BBQ   www.jerseyshorebbq.com
Belmar  Joe's Bagel & Grill   www.belmar.joesbagelandgrillnj.com
Belmar  Marina Grille   www.marinagrillenj.com
Belmar  Mr. Shrimp   www.mrshrimp.com
Belmar  Simply Southern   www.simplysoutherncomfortfoods.com
Belmar  Stay Gold Café   www.staygoldcafe.com
Bradley Beach  UVA Restaurant   www.uvaonmain.com
Bradley Beach  Vic's Italian Restaurant   www.vicspizza.com

t’s 

 

 

 

Don’s Pizza
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Howell  Chapter House   www.chapterhousenj.com
Howell The Ivy League   www.ivyleaguegrill.com
Lake Como  Joe's Surf Shack   www.jss.surf
Manasquan  Four Winds   www.fourwindsrestaurant.com
Manasquan  Lubrano's Trattoria   www.lubranostrattoria.com
Manasquan  Reef & Barrel   www.reefandbarrel.com
Manasquan  Salty Whale   www.thesaltywhale.com
Manasquan  Squan Tavern   www.squantavern.com
Manasquan  The Irish Rail   www.theirishrail.com
Neptune  Jody's Seafood   www.jodysfishery.com
Neptune  MJ's Restaurant   www.mjsrestaurant.com
Neptune  Simko's Grill   www.simkosgrill.com
Neptune City  Il Posto   www.ilpostonj.com
Neptune City  Pete & Elda's   www.peteandeldas.com
Point Pleasant Beach  Frankie's Bar & Grill   www.frankiesbarandgrille.com
Point Pleasant Beach  Jack Baker's   www.wharfsidenj.com
Point Pleasant Beach  Joe Leone's   www.joeleones.com
Sea Girt  Fratello's   www.fratellosnj.com
Sea Girt Rod's  Olde Irish Tavern  www.rodstavern.com
Spring Lake  Doolan's Shore Club   www.doolansshoreclub.com
Spring Lake  The Breakers   www.breakershotel.com
Spring Lake Heights  Spring Lake Tap House   www.springlaketaphouse.com
Spring Lake Heights  St. Stephen's Green   www.ssgpub.com
Wall Township  Anthony's Pizza   www.anthonyspizzabelmar.com
Wall Township  Attilios's  www.attiliospizzawall.com
Wall Township  Joe's II Pizzeria   www.myjoespizza.com
Wall Township  Meemom's   www.meemoms.com
Wall Township Mossuto's   www.mossutosmarket.com

t’s 
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Not receiving email or have contact
information to update?

Contact Craig Coyle at coyfive@aol.com

Have information on bereavement?
Contact Dan Reilly at 
Irish0361@aol.com

or
Ray Spengler at

PDJSpiper@hotmail.com

Have news to share in the newsletter? Contact info.fsosBelmar@gmail.com
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PHONE TREE
If you haven’t received any 

calls from the phone tree in the last few weeks, 
you  are not in the loop. 

Contact Ed Hunter at 732-664-2549
and have your 

phone number added to the list.               

WINNING NUMBERS
1st — 585 

2nd — 442

HAVING A SMALL PARTY?
The room upstairs is perfect for certain events (50 people or less).
Jim Dunne has volunteered to help the Party Room Committee
with booking the parties and confirm availability of dates.  Please
call Jim Dunne at 732-681-2659 with all your room rental
questions.   

EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY: The rental fee for the upstairs
room is $100 and children’s parties are no longer permitted.

CLUB STEWARD

AMERICA IRELAND

FULL COLOR printing can give your company that boost
it needs to get your message noticed. We can print
anything in full color including BUSINESS CARDS,
POSTCARDS, BROCHURES, SALES SHEETS or whatever
you need to increase sales and get your business ahead
of the competition! And now we offer FULL COLOR
DIGITAL PRINTING.

Newsletters

Postcards

Brochures

A full-color newsletter with bright, bold graphics
and clear, easy-to-read text will set you apart from
the crowd.

A professional image begins with professional
marketing materials. A full-color brochure will
help you look great.

Low cost postcards can help you achieve your
sales and marketing goals. Our print shop is
equipped to handle all your postcard needs. 
Stop in or call us today for more information!

185 Broadway
Long Branch, NJ 07740
(732) 870-1999

771 Shrewsbury Avenue
Shrewsbury, NJ 07702
(732) 741-4594

108 W. Sylvania Avenue
Neptune City, NJ 07753
(732) 502-0110

www.JammPrinting.com

JAMM PRINTING
QUALITY PRINTING, COPYING & DIRECT MAIL • ON TIME ... EVERYTIME!

We Now Do...

FULL SER
FULL SERVICEVICE

DIRECT MAIL

DIRECT MAIL

Small to Large Mailings

•Mail Lists •Bulk Rate

•Sort •Label

•Postal Discounts

NEXT MEETING
Wednesday, February 25 7:30 PM

Parade Day Meeting • Club Office Nominations
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1st – 003
2nd – 385
3rd – 556
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For over 40 years, 
we’ve measured 

success just one way:
Satisfi ed Customers
Th ere was a time when Print & Copy shops were 
experienced and guided their customers. Th e goal 
was simple: commit to your customer’s needs; be 
hardworking and humble; be knowledgeable in 
your work and uncompromising in your values. 
Th e rest will take care of itself.

Our success proves there is still room in the 
world for Print & Copy shops to embrace 

an approach that has stood the test of time: 
Experienced Staff  and Customer 

Satisfaction...Always!

 JAMM PRINTING
PRINTING • DIGITAL COPYING • DIRECT MAIL (EDDM)

“We Are Your One On One Marketing Partners”

185 Broadway, Long Branch, NJ 07740
(732) 870-1999

www.jammprint ing.com 11
.1
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Upcoming Meetings
Wednesday, March 3rd, 2021 

7:30pm 




